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Early life 

Theodor Seuss Geisel was born in 
Springfield, USA, on 2 March I90*h His 
parents called him Ted. His mother 
used to read stones and sing songs 
to Ted and his sister Marnie. 




Ted's parents were German so Ted spoke 
both German and English at home. Ted's 
father used to take him to the park. In the 
park were mazes and a zoo. 


Drawing 

When he was five, Ted began to draw 
the animals in the zoo. He also began to 
read comic strips in the newspaper. His 
favourite was called Krazy Kat. 



At school, Ted liked drawing cartoons 
and writing funny poems best. In 1921 he 
went to college. Ted drew lots of 
cartoons for the college magazine. 




Marriage 

In 1 925, Ted went to Oxford University 
in England. Here he met an American 
student called Helen. Two years later they 
got married and moved to New York. 



In New York, Ted began to work. He 
drew cartoons for magazines and for 
advertisements. Now he began to sign 
his name as Dr. Seuss. 



The Tower 

In 1937 Dr. Seuss wrote his first children’s 
book. It was called And to Think That / Saw It 
on Mulberry Street The book was popular 
because it had lots of pictures in it. 



In 1 9V? Dr. Seuss and his wife moved to 
a house called The Tower, in San Diego, 
California. Dr. Seuss worked here in his 
studio: drawing, painting and writing 
books. 



The Cat in the Hat 


In 1957 Dr. Seuss 
wrote The Cat in 
the Hat In the 
book, the Cat in 
the Hat made a 
lot of mess. 
Children loved if 
because it was 
funny and easy to 
read. 






Dr. Seuss and his wife started a company 
to make books that were easy to read. 

In 1 960 Dr. Seuss wrote Green Eggs and 
Ham. It became his most popular book. 


Last days 

Dr. Seuss wrote and drew pictures for ^5 
books during his life. People liked the way 
the words rhymed and were repeated, 
as well as the funny pictures. 




Dr. Seuss was now rich and famous. In 
1990 he wrote his last book, Oh the Places 
You'll Go. He died on 24 September 1991, 
aged 87. 


Photographs and 
drawings 

There are many ways in which we can 
find out about Dr. Seuss. People took a 
lot of photographs of him during his life. 




Here are some doodles Dr Seuss drew 
on his notes at university. He liked 
drawing better than studying. 



Books and CD-ROMs 

You can read many books by Dr. Seuss. 
You can find them in bookshops or in a 
library. There may be some in your 
school library. 




Books by Dr. Seuss can also be found on 
CD-ROM. It means that you can read his 
books or hear them read to you on a 
computer. This shows how popular his 
books are. 



Newspapers and 
magazines 

There were many stories about Dr Seuss 
in the newspapers. This story was written 
just after he died. 
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Dr. Seuss drew many cartoons for the 
covers of magazines. You can still see 
these. Here is a cover he drew in 1932. 




Remembering 
Dr. Seuss 

This library is at the University of 
California. It has a room full of all 
sorts of things from Dr. Seuss's life. 





The characters in Dr. Seuss’s books 
are very popular Here is a toy of the 
Cat in the Hat. Dr. Seuss will always be 
remembered. 



Glossary 

This glossary explains difficult words, 
and helps you to say words which 
may be hard to say. 
advertisement picture or writing 
that tells people about a product. 
You say ad-verUss-ment 
cartoon funny drawing 
CD-ROM shiny disc that can store 
words, pictures and music 
character person or animal in a 
story. You say ko-rok-ter. 
college place where people go to 
learn after leaving school 
comic strip cartoon that is printed 
in a newspaper 
doodle scribble 

library place full of books. You can 
often borrow books from a 
library. You say ke-bra-ree. 


magazine kind of newspaper that 
comes out every week or every 
month. You say rnag-o-zeen, 
maze iots of paths going all over 
the place where you may get lost 
popular liked by many people 
repeat when something is said or 
written over and over again. You 
say ree-peet. 

rhyme when one word in one line of 
a poem or a song sounds like 
another word in another line. 

You say rime. 

studio room to work in. You say 
stew-deeo/i. 

university place where people go to 
learn after leaving school. You 
say yoomi-vers-ifee. 
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